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Release Summary

▪ Signature Widget

▪ API Administrator Portal

▪ Several Other changes / bug fixes
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Electronic Signature Today



Electronic Signature - Current Functionality 

Single Signature and Multiple Signature forms currently 
have only one flow.....

▪ A participant completes the form and is then presented with the electronic 
signature page.  On this page, the user can:

▪ Review the Consent and Disclosure Statement (per E-Sign Law)

▪ Opt-In and electronically sign the form – or –

▪ Opt-out, view and print the PDF perform a wet signature and turn the form in

▪ Electronic Signatures are encrypted/hashed and stamped on form – always 
at the bottom of the form
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Current E-Sign Flow
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Current E-Sign Flow
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Now each participant goes 
through the exact same process 
and once the user opts in to the 
electronic signature process, the 
signature is:

▪ Represented as an unalterable 
text line at the end of the form

▪ Each additional participant’s 
signature will be presented 
under the previous participant’s 



New Signature Widget
Includes initials and date also



New E-Sign Widget

Before we get much further, we want to explain:

▪ Users will now have functionality to place a “signature widget” any place on 
the form rather than having the signature(s) at the bottom of the form.
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New Signature Widget

Features/Rules for the signature widget are:

▪ There is no charge for this enhancement

▪ There is no need to “opt-in” for this feature – the only thing designers need to do is 
add a signature widget to a signature form.

▪ Form Designers cannot place a signature widget on a No Signature form

▪ If you choose, a date can be selected with that signature widget, and that date will 
be updated if forms are rejected, etc.

▪ Like all other page items, signature widgets must be assigned to a participant

▪ Form participants will be presented with the identical E-Sign compliant language 
when asked to electronically sign

▪ Opt-out: users will be shown a PDF of the form once they choose to opt-out –
similar to today.  Like today, there is a warning and then a no-going back option.
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New Signature Widget

Just a couple more (and these are important):

▪ There can be multiple signature widgets on a form – either because multiple 
participants are being requested to sign the form – or – you are asking one 
participant to sign the form in two or more different places on the form.

▪ If there is no signature widget placed on a signature form, the now “old” signature 
process will be performed – meaning participants will see the current electronic 
signature page.  This also means that if you have a form with four signatures, and 
only three signature widgets are placed on the form, three participants will sign 
with the new widget and one participant will see the signature page.  That also 
means that the single signature will show at the bottom of the form.

▪ On signature widget forms, the “Submit” button will appear – as once they are 
completed with that page of the form, they have submitted the form.   We have 
added an optional “Are you sure?” prompt which can be turned off.
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E-Sign Widget – What the User sees 

▪ New yellow signature area….
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E-Sign Widget – What the User sees 

▪ The same Opt-In / Opt-Out language is presented
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Signature Widget – What the User sees

▪ User will see a representation of his/her signature on the form where the 
widget was placed
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Signature Widget – More Options

▪ Add either a Signature to the form – or 

▪ If more appropriate  - Add Initials to the form
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Signature Widget – More Options

▪ Add a signature date field to the form – or not! 

▪ If you do, you can add it to the right, left, above or below the signature or initials

▪ And once the date is added to the form, it can be moved to other parts of the 

form as well
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API Admin Portal



API Admin Portal – Summary

▪ New Functionality (again included as part of annual license fee)

▪ Enables users (with appropriate permissions) to build and manage APIs

▪ We have made a security role change:

▪ There is a new role called API Admin to use this feature

▪ Currently no client user has this new role, you must request this role to your Site Admin and the new role 
will be given by Next Gen – after that the Site Admin can administer the role.

▪ If you had the current “API Admin” role – that role has been renamed and you will now have a role called 
API User

▪ Users with the new API Admin role will 

have access to the new functionality from the

Admin menu item as show here.
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API Admin Portal - Access

▪ The API Admin user from Dynamic Forms will be logged into the API Portal – users can 
only access the portal through Dynamic Forms

▪ The Admin will be presented with the name of the College/University of which they have 
access to and the API datasets which they have access to.

▪ In the example below, the API Admin of “Demo School” can see access to seven 
currently established datasets.
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API Admin Portal – Datasets

▪ Clicking that college profile enables the Admin to see the individual datasets

▪ In the example below, Demo School has seven dataset tiles with the names of each 
presented.
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API Admin Portal – Dynamic Forms Orgs

▪ Like today, APIs are available to the organizations that they are created under.

▪ For example, if University College has a organizational structure like this:
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API Admins would want to create APIs from the Human 

Resources Org for Human Resources only.

Likewise, if API Admins want to create APIs for Financial Aid 

only, the API Admin would start from the Financial Aid org 

and begin the API creation.



API Admin Portal – Shared APIs

▪ Many APIs are necessary across multiple organizations so we would suggest creating a 
structure which includes a “Common” or “Shared APIs” org that can be utilized by all 
groups.  The Next Gen team can help set this up.

21Confidential and Proprietary of Next Gen Web Solutions - Do not share without permission

With a shared org structure, API Admins 

can create common APIs that are used by 

all or many of the departments and share 

them across the departments.  This avoids 

the need to create them individually within 

each organization.



API Admin Portal – Dataset Types

▪ The overall goal is to have all SIS APIs available to users through the interface.

▪ Today, we offer:

▪ Ability to build out of Custom API data sets 

▪ Access to a limited inventory of Banner/Ethos APIs 

▪ Again, we will be building these out over time, along with the Colleague, PeopleSoft APIs.
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API Admin Portal – Add Datasets

▪ To add a new dataset, click the “Add DataSet” button and fill in the Name and 
Description, and click Save.
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In this example we will 

add a data set called 

“Student Demo” with a 

description of “Pulls 

student data from a web 

API” and then click Save.



API Admin Portal – Add Datasets (continued)

▪ Once created, click on the new “Student Demo” tile to enter setting for the web API 
connection.  In this example we will use the following information:
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- Type: Web

- Method: GET

- URL: http://10.90.3.22:88/api/students/[Id]

- The Input Values are automatically populated from 

placeholders in the URL (anything enclosed by [])

http://10.90.3.22:88/api/students/[Id


API Admin Portal – Add Datasets (continued)

▪ Define the format of the response.  

▪ If the Format is JSON, the Path fields will use a syntax known as JSONPath for selecting 
values from a structured JSON response.

▪ If the Format is XML, the Path fields will use XPath for selecting values from the XML response. 
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Define each of the fields that will be pulled from the response 

from the web API, then click Save at the top or bottom.

- Id / $.Id

- FirstName / $.FirstName

- LastName / $.LastName

- EmailAddress / $.EmailAddress

- Address / $.Address



API Admin Portal – Add Datasets (continued)

▪ Click the Test button at the top to test the API call.  Enter any input parameters and click 
Execute.

▪ 5010001, 5010202 (any ids from the Custom Tools > API Demo Student Data will work)

▪ After you execute a test, the input values will be stored in the “Load from previous tests” list so 
you can rerun the same test later if necessary.
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API Admin Portal – Predefined Datasets

▪ As mentioned, as we build out our individual school information system datasets, these 
will be pre-defined within the Dynamic Forms application.

▪ If a client is a Banner or Ethos client for example, your Add Dataset button will now 
include a drop down option.
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API Admin Portal – Predefined Datasets

▪ If you select to add a dataset from Banner, you will be shown a list of Banner APIs.  You 
can select one or more APIs and click Save to create datasets for them.

▪ After creating these datasets, you will need to edit the URL and Authentication settings for each 
dataset.
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API Admin Portal – How to get started

▪ As mentioned, Next Gen will deliver this functionality with no client users having the 
ability to utilize this new API interface.

▪ To request access to the new API Admin Portal, you must have your 
College/University’s Dynamic Forms Site Administrator approve your request. 

▪ We have taken this conservative approach to ensure the security of the site for our 
clients.
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New Forms



State and Federal Forms - Teaser

The new electronic signature widget opens Dynamic Forms to a number of 
new possibilities, including the ability to collect state and federal forms through 
the product.  We have drafted two federal forms that we hope to release to 
clients soon – as you can expect there are several internal and external hoops 
to jump through.

▪ W-4

▪ I-9

We are finalizing both of these documents and will provide you with information on 
how to obtain them if you are interested.
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W-4 Preview
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I-9 Preview
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Other Changes



Ability to define Label Position

▪ This new feature is available for all page items.  Default is still on left.

▪ Designer now have the ability to position the text label – mostly requested for 
check box – see the two examples below:
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New Button and New Prompt Options

▪ As designers use the new widget, end users will now be able to submit the form without 
going to the Dynamic Forms electronic signature page.  Therefore we have replaced the 
button on the form page – it will now show “Submit” instead of “Next”

▪ Dynamic Forms still does field level requirement checks on the form before so users cannot 
submit a form without that check.   However, we wanted to ensure that if the form designer 
wants to provide the user with a prompt before submitting the form, we have included that 
feature on the Name/Type tab on the Designer.

▪ We have set this to default to “Yes” on all forms including a signature widget and we have 
given the form designer two options:

▪ Remove the prompt – so no prompt (you can see an example on the next page)

▪ Customize the prompt displayed to the user (otherwise the default prompt text will be used)
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New Button and New Prompt Options

▪ After hitting the “Submit” button, form designers have the option to include this 
customizable confirmation prompt.

▪ Again, Dynamic Forms will still perform all required field checks before allowing the user 
to submit the form.
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Unique Form GUID now available on e-mail

▪ Every Dynamic Form has its own unique id and it is in the form of a GUID string –
something like this:   199308ad-ff0a-4b37-9033-05f492e4e760

▪ This enhancement allows the form designer to insert that unique GUID into an e-mail for 
for auditing purposes.
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New Designate Participant Option

▪ Now Form Designers can define the next person in the workflow based on values in the 
form itself.

▪ In the Participants profile, there is a new option as shown below.
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New Designate Participant Option (continued)

▪ Once this option is chosen, Dynamic Forms will prompt the Forms Designer to select 
the required fields for the workflow as shown below.

▪ The data from those fields will then populate and the participant will be alerted to the 
need to take part in the workflow. 
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New Designate Participant Option (continued)

▪ For example, the form below will be a single signature form if the user selects 
“independent” but will route to the parent if “dependent” is chosen. 

▪ The Form Designer would then plug in the field values of the parent’s first and last 
names and parent’s e-mail in the participant profile.
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Participant Profile



What’s coming next?



Product Roadmap – 2018-2019 Work

▪ Math calculations  (Next!)

▪ API designer 

▪ Plug and Play APIs

▪ True student portal

▪ Security by Org – New*

▪ Texting – New*
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